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Statement on Energy Procurement Policy 
 
The New School Sustainability Committee has determined that The New School does not currently purchase 
any amount of renewable energy (neither direct supply nor credit). 
 
Additionally, when questioned on the subject, an administrator at the highest level gave no clear indications of 
any intent to purchase renewable energy in the future, nor did this person imply that there had been any serious 
discussion on the issue. 
 
In the absence of any direct or indirect information that might confirm the existence of any current discussions, 
and in the absence of sufficient response to our continued requests for this information, we can confidently say 
that we believe that there are no substantive plans for the university to purchase renewable energy in the future. 
 
Given the scientifically-verified, widely-acknowledged, and urgently pressing issues of "climate change" and 
"climate uncertainty", the New School Sustainability Committee wishes to formally state its moral and ethical 
objection to the ongoing purchase of conventional fossil-fuel and nuclear energy by this university. This 
policy, or lack of policy, is an aberration and a departure from any conceivable notion of environmental 
stewardship. It is a regrettable deviation from the school's traditional concern with social justice. 
Nonintervention in this global issue is, at this point, inexcusable. 
 
We realize there is a marginal (but ever-shrinking) cost increase incurred by choosing renewable energy over 
conventional energy, and we urge the administration to consider the abundant options available to offset some 
or all of this cost. Additionally, we would like to point out the many instances of universities across the 
country that have adopted progressive energy policies and have been able to do so without transferring the cost 
to students via tuition rise - we have lots of ideas on how to accomplish this. This Committee has confidence 
that the long-term benefits of leadership on this very publicized issue will far exceed the short-term financial 
burden. The ethical and practical return on this monetary investment is likely to be worthwhile. 
 
The New School Sustainability Committee, speaking on behalf of an environmentally-conscious university 
community, therefore declares our intent to advocate for a policy of 100% renewable energy procurement, 
effective immediately. Until this is achieved, the persons responsible for enacting this policy are to be held 
accountable for the university's sizable nascent carbon footprint. 
 
 
 
This Committee would like to recognize the great work already being done by the following parties; Tom Goldsmith, Tim Sheldon, and others in 
Facilities Services on the 'Committee for Greening the University' for their fantastic work on the LEED-EB project at 55 W. 13 St. and elsewhere - 
President Bob Kerrey, along with Douglas Durst and other members of the board for spearheading greening initiatives for the 65 Fifth Av plans - Nevin 
Cohen, Rob Bucannan, everyone in the STS department, and other Lang faculty for incorporating environmental studies into curriculum - Laura Briggs 
and others in Parsons Architecture for adopting the 2010 Imperative - Rishi Desai and the Sustainable Design Review - The New School Free Press for 
providing a forum for discussion and a voice for all student groups - Most of all, we would like to acknowledge and thank everyone who has made 
voluntary individual efforts. These actions are the most important of all and deserve due recognition. 


